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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMATE

EXTEND MY WARMEST GREETINGS to the faithful members of the St. Hagop Armenian
Church of St. Petersburg, Florida, as you gather to mark four years since the consecration of
your beautiful sanctuary. Though still a young parish, the existence of this church has been

meaningful to the surrounding community, and a guiding light to many people.

Always at the forefront of the church’s mission are the words of our Lord, spoken to his
disciples before his Ascension:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” (Mt 28:17-20)

Christ’s Great Commission marked a turning point in history: what we know now as the
“Christian world” began on that day. Our own homeland of Armenia would be one of the
remote locales transformed by the apostolic mission, through Saints Thaddeus and Bartholo-
mew. Eventually, the entire world would be changed —and changed for the better —because a
handful of people took up Christ's command.

But the Great Commission did not end with the apostles. Itis given anew to every generation—
and Christ is calling us today to take up his message, spread his word to others, and bring them
into the fold of his church.

It is my hope that your community will continue to hear this call, and to express its spirit in
creative ways, which will inspire all our people —especially our youth— to contribute to our rich
heritage of faith.

My congratulations go to your worthy pastor, the Reverend Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, and
Yeretzgin Anna; to the parish council, the organizing committee, and all the parishioners. Your
faith and determination have been a blessing in the life of our Diocese. May our Lord continue
to guide you in the years to come.

With prayers,
-

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate

October 15, 2011
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PASTOR® DESKby Father Hovnan Demerjian

Keep your heart with all vigilance, forrbm it flow the springs of lifei Proverbs4:23
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As we celebrate St. "BBgophds
we first must give thanks to those founders of our church who
worked for over 30 years to lay the foundation for what we
have today.

Building on this foundation over the past 4 years, we have

Wo r}/\ﬂ. Hﬂgwest
?\ \ accomplished great things together in the buildingur
-F m ” fC lt church, and all the organizations, committees, communications
a u ure programs and offerings that make it work.

We have called many times on you, the members of our St

Zw h hh \ / Hagop family, to do everything you can to support our
] Il common goal of wkhawaintg 6t he ¢

Today, with the paying off of our mortgage debt, we begin a
new chapter in the life of our church. Where the past 4 year:
were spent working day and night to build, fundr
timewecah ocus on owanting the church we have. o

The shift i n focus 1 s major. oOHaving the churc
needed for our church to exist. 0 Wanmow that thechurthe ¢
existswhatdifference does it make? What is its puguudevhat difference does it make in your daily life?

These are no longer questions of the head, but rather questions of the heart. What speaks to your heart a
Hagop? Is it the plaavhere your children grow up Armenian Christian? Is it the place where people still sy
and act like your parents and grandparents? Is it the place where you feel closest to God? Has St. Hagop
your extended family?

What speaks to your heart ato®t. Hagop?

To solicit your unique answer to this question, the parish council will be sending yguadsisggypur answers
to helpmold church programming and outreach to better speak to your heart.

We know that there is a special place Bag§op which onlyoucan fill. Please keep open a special place in youl
heart for St. Hagop, and let us know what speaks to it.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Stepan Serpekian

oWith God all things are possible
Congratulations.

Asyou knowbynowwesoldth@ vacant | ots behind the church to Ryl
Coved6 with upscale homes.

With the sale, our mortgage obligations to Whitney bank have been satisfied and they are not making any money fi
hard earned assets.

Graitude and thanks goes to every one of you who believed in St Hagop and extended their hand and helped a drea
true. 0Give and it will be given to you, 6 and with

We celebrated ourddh anniversary of the consecration of our church with a dance event at the Largo Cultural Hall. Tl
of you who were able @itend had the opportunity to see our extended family in SopHAg | said at the event, the
biggest challengeas finding éocation where we could have the event that was nofpesé/e, and also closehairch.

Now, after closing one chapter in the life of St Hagop, the mortgage nightmare, we are opening a window to prepare ol
for the futur eé tuhovn altumlehal, whdre we @an ihavey ouroown traditional cooking and our ow
festivals.l am aware that some members of our community wished that we had built a hall sooner, but | am happy to s:
the time is now! Now we can realize the dofdraving our own classrooms for the children, our own office fétdvnan,

our ownhallthatwe can rent to others.

| am challenging all of us to see another dream comddvwusatisfyingt would be ilve h el d # &nxitersaryeofh r 0
the Consecran of St. Hagop, on October 13, 2012, in our own cultural home! Can we do it? YOU can only answer
guestion.

0Ask and it wildl be given to you;e soepeekn atnod yyoouudvedid Qulr
reaches over 6@G@mes. With this newsletter we are knocking on a door you have opened to us, and in turn encourage
knock on the door of opportunity which God has put before us.

Do you believe in St Hagop? Do you support our mission to spread the Gospel? Dotyoutv®@ honos 0 U
sacrifice® They sacrificed so that we could live on as strong Armenians Christians.

We ask for your support and participation in all Iof
dream come truaith the building of our cultural hall.

We are taking a moment for all of our leaders, supporters and contributors to catch their breath and celebrate what v
accomplished. But we also cannot lose sight of our dream and must strike whilehb# iron is

We look forward to engaging you in our upcoming hall building campaign this coming Spring.

Remembey Wh man this is impossible, but with God all things are pdassible.




TREASURERG S bRERALCHASBOUNI

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

It has been almost exactly a year since my last report to yodvediseSo much has happened since then and all of it
points to the many ways in which all of youlattyadhave blessed our beloved St. Hagop Armenian Church.

When | wrote to you last October, | used medical terminology to describe the financial condition of St. Hagop Arm
Church as ocritical but stabl ed. Through a seuri es
c hurfcihndasn ci al condition has been onursed back to heal

Let me describe the journey of the last 12 months. In the fall of 2010, St. Hagop Armenian Church had made great st
the following areas:

1. Implementation of financial systems that provideditlis accurate data to help us accurately assess our financi
condition and quickly develop appropriate plans and strategies.

We had increased the membership in the church every year to arrive at 140 members in 2010.

We implemented angel/ stewardship cagnghat helped us raise over $ 85,000 in 2010.

Average church attendance increased to 86 members in 2010.

We successfully staged our first Kef Time Tampa Bay, hosted a museum quality genocide display in church, hos
Richard Hovanissian, and invite&. Abp. Barsamian to ordain our altar servers.

arLDd

Despite these great successes, all of these could only make a small dent in the massive $1.3 million mortgagg that w
the church. To make matters worse, the Parish Council was keenly awarentirtagame was due to convert from an
interestonly mortgage to a fully amortizing mortgage in May of 2011. As such, we were doing all we could to prepare
30% increase in annual payments and began making $9000 monthly payments in Febyeary of this

Then, in March of this year, the church hired parishioner Bill Gernazian to put our vacant land on the market. Bill anc
Ekizian brought in Ryland Homes to see if they might have an interest in buying the entire 5.9 acres, including the
which the parish house stood.

After a month or so of completing due diligence on this property, Ryland Homes extended an offir. 24 usilbbn. We
countered with $1.32 million, and came to our final agreement.

For the next 7 months, Fr. Hovpamhn Shamsey, and Bill worked with Ryland to negotiate the sale and satisfy complic
city zoning requirements.

On September 29, 2011, the sale of the land was completed, and transferring all funds to pay down our mortgage,
able to pay off abbut $34,000. At the October 11 meeting of the Parish Council, we voted to pay off the remainder of
mortgage from our operating fund reserves and, as such, on October 12, 2011, St. Hagop Armenian Church now ow
church building and surrounding eleped acres free and clear.

| have seen many painful turnarounds in my life, but | cannot remember an instance where a small organization cou
such a crushing debt load and then, at just the right time, find an excellent buyer and a coogeétithueip difficult

land market. | do not think that anyone would debate that the events of the last 7 months show what miracles can |
when Godo6s people step out in faith and pr ayehosestepd t
were terrifying.

Still, it should be apparent to our Armenian family
and beyond. And so where do we go from here?

Unt i | now, every avail abéepifngatnite apatriesmturalei wa&. go
mortgage, we can now begin the process of making plans for the next phase of our journey, a journey that should lea



place where we can devote resources to building programs, mydatdljtees that will focus on the spiritual development
and personal needs of our church family.

One of the key parts of this will be to raise the necessary funds so that we can build a parish hall that wouldstllow us
cultural events for ouommunity, have administrative offices for Fr. Hovnan, classrooms, and, of course, a kitchen. /
yes, we could also rent out the hall for functions unrelated to our community.

We will be providing more details about the next phase of our journey towafdifl | i ng Godds wol
community. As always, we invite your input into these plans.

One final note, and this is perhaps the most important part of thi§ tmttérehalf of the Parish Council, | want to thank
each and every one of youwkolhped get us through oO0the difficult year
like a very long and dark tunnel. We are a relatively small community and it has been nothing short of a miraele that
been able to accomplish so muchrdklie past 5 years, standing on the shoulders of 30+ years of dedicated service by
communityds founders.

Pl ease accept my sincere thanks to all of you for al
with the same passiand dedication. We will surprise oursalithsvhat wecan accomplish when we combsiaed work,
faith and prayer.

Shnorhakalootyoon,

Chris Sassouni



